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Clean Energy Atlanta
“A Vision for a 100% Clean Energy Future”

John R. Seydel, Deputy Chief Sustainability Officer
Michelle Midanier, Clean Energy Programs Associate
City of Atlanta, Mayor’s Office of Sustainability and Resilience



Clean Energy Advisory Board 
Overview of Interim Goals as 
adopted by City Council 	

1.  10% Clean Energy by 2020 
2.  30% Clean Energy by 2025 
3.  50% Clean Energy by 2030 
4.  100% Clean Energy by 2035 

Overview of Interim Goals	



Clean Energy Plan Recommendations



Clean Energy Atlanta Progress Overview
Municipal Focused Recommendations	

COMPLETED (Y)

1.  Revolving	Loan	Fund	(Y)	
2.  Commercial	PACE	(Y)	
3.  Energy	Savings	Performance	ContracBng	

(Y)	
4.  Expand	EV	Fleet	(Y)	
5.  Solar	Energy	Purchase	Agreement	(Y)		
6.  Expand	Large	Scale	PV	On	Site	Footprint	

and	Expand	RooKop	PV	(Y)		
7.  Sustainable	Building	Ordinance	(Y)	

ONGOING (O)	

1.  IncenBves	EducaBon	Programming	(O)	
2.  ParBcipate	in	the	Georgia	Power	C&I	REDI	

Program	–	CRSP	(O)	
3.  Educate	on	Storage	OpportuniBes	(O)	
4.  ConBnue	&	Expand	Deep	Energy	Retrofits	

Effort	(O)	
5.  Green	Bonds	-	Moving	Atlanta	Forward	(O)	
6.  Explore	Other	Renewable	OpportuniBes	(O)	



Clean Energy Atlanta Progress Overview 
Municipal Focused Recommendations

GAPS (Opportunities for policy/program recommendations from the board)
	

1.  Expand	DWM	Combined	Heat	and	Power	
2.  Small	&	Medium	Building	Retrofit	Policy	
3.  Energy	OperaBons	Manager	PosiBon	
4. Water	Efficiency	Bulk	Purchasing		
5.  EV	Ba]ery	Reuse	
6.  CollaboraBve	Large-Scale	Solar	with	Georgia	Power		
7.  Evaluate	a	requirement	for	high-efficiency	new	and	

replacement	equipment		



COMPLETED (Y)	
	
1.  Support	EV	Charging	Infrastructure	

Expansion	(Y)		
2.  Ease	Solar	Permi_ng	(Y)		
3.  Support	EV	Infrastructure	Charging	

Expansion	(Y)	
4.  MulBple	Rounds	of	Solarize	(Y)	
5.  Commercial	Building	Energy	&	Water	

Efficiency	Ordinance	(Y)	
6.  Water	Efficiency	Restaurant	CerBficaBon	(Y)	
7.  Storage	Bulk	Purchasing	(Y)	

Clean Energy Atlanta Overview
Community Focused Recommendations	

ONGOING (O)	
	
1.  	Georgia	Power	Community	Solar	(O)�	
2.  	Equitable	Community	Solar	Program	(O)�	
3.  	Assess	Zoning	Code	for	Other	OpportuniBes		

(O)�	
4.  	Resilience	Hub	(Solar	+	Storage)	(O)�	
5.  	Support	ExisBng	Energy	Efficiency	Efforts	(O)�	
6.  	EV	Home	AdopBon	Support	(O)�	
7.  	Support	ReintroducBon	of	EV	Tax	Credit	

or	reducBon	of	fee	(O)�	
8.  	Develop	EV	Carshare	Program	for	Low-

Income	Residents	(O)	�	
9.  Commercial	Property	Assessed	Clean	

Energy	Financing	–	CPACE	(O)	



Clean Energy Atlanta Progress Overview
Community Focused Recommendations	

GAPS (Opportunities for policy/program recommendations from the board)

1.  Support	for	Low-Cost	Rentals	of	
Internal	CombusBon	Engine	Vehicles	for	EV	Owners	

2.  Solar-Ready	Building	Code	
3.  Renewable	Energy	Credit	Procurement		
4.  Buildings	Energy	“Stretch”	Code	
5.  Round-It-Up	Energy	Efficiency	Program	
6.  Net	Zero	Energy	Code	
7.  Renters	Energy	Task	Force		
8.  Solar	InformaBon	&	Commerce	Program		
9.  Green	Tariff	
10. Retro-Commissioning	Policy		



COMPLETED (Y)	
	
1.  On-Bill	Financing	(Y)	
2.  EV	Ready	Building	Code	(Y)	
3.  Rate	Improvements	(Y)	
4.  Greywater	&	Rainwater	HarvesBng	

IncenBves	(Y)	
5.  Water	Efficiency	Rebate	Programs	(Y)	
6.  Engagement	and	CommunicaBon	on	Efforts	
7.  Atlanta	Be]er	Buildings	Challenge	(Y)	
8.  Commercial	Building	Energy	&	

Water	Efficiency	Ordinance	(CBEEO)	(Y)	

Clean Energy Atlanta Overview
Municipal & Community Focused Recommendations	

ONGOING (O)	
	
1.  Work	Source	Training	CollaboraBon		(O)	
2.  Support	EV	Infrastructure	Charging	Expansion	

(O)	
3.  Net	Metering	(O)		
4.  Green	Bank	(O)	
5.  EducaBon	on	Programs	

and	Technology	ApplicaBons	(O)	
6.  Pay-as-you-save	financing	opBon	(O)		

•  Georgia	Power	RISE	Pilot	



Clean Energy Atlanta Progress Overview
Municipal and Community Focused Recommendations	

GAPS (Opportunities for policy/program recommendations from the board)

1.  On-Bill	Financing	for	Water	Efficiency	Improvements		
2.  Net	Zero	Water	Code		
3.  Special	Purpose	Local	OpBon	Sales	Tax	
4.  Clean	Energy	Local	Products	
5.  Support	for	Vehicle-Grid	IntegraBon	
6.  EV	Fleet	Challenge		

November 28, 2022 | Muni Impact	
Investor demand for Atlanta’s $369 million 
‘social bond’ cuts city’s interest payments 



Clean Energy Atlanta Overview	

	
Addi%onal	Ac%ons:		
1.  Georgia	Power	Rate	Case	and	IRP	IntervenBon	with	four	other	Georgia	local	

governments	that	share	the	same	100%	clean	energy	goal.	
2.  Atlanta	Energy	Map	-	CBEEO	Dashboard	Pilot	and	Greenlink	

Group	CBEEO	Results.	
1.  Available	now	at:	AtlantaBuildingBenchmarking.com	

3.  WeatheRISE	ATL	
4.  Lake	Charlo]e	Carbon	Credit	Program	
5.  Be]er	Buildings	Challenge	2.0	
6.  Tree	ProtecBon	Ordinance	
7.  Green	Bank	OpportuniBes	
8.  Green	Bonds	
	
Recogni%ons:		
1.  Atlanta	ranked	#3	on	the	EPA's	Energy	Star	CiBes	Scorecard.	
2.  Atlanta	ranked	#33	for	North	America	Fleet	Management	AssociaBon's	

(NAFA)	Green	Fleets	for	the	most	sustainable	commercial	and	local	
government	fleets	in	North	America.		

Additional Actions and Recognitions outside of recommendations from Clean Energy Atlanta





City of Atlanta: 
2015 Climate 
Action Plan 
Progress  
 
Goals Met in 2020 (2009 
Baseline): 
•  Commercial Buildings  
•  Residential Buildings 	
•  Food Security  
•  Green Space Access 
 
	
	



Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Data	

Energy Sector = 57%, Transportation Sector = 44% 
Population Growth:	

o  2009: 483,450 
o  2019: 507,301  

o  4.70% Growth   
o  2023: 522,328 

Emissions: 
•  Methane has more than 80x the warming power of CO2 

over the first 20 years in the atmosphere 
o  Landfills, oil & natural gas systems, agriculture, 

wastewater treatment  
Transportation: 
•  Burning 1 gallon of gasoline = 20 lbs of CO2 created  

•  An average vehicle = ~6-10 tons of CO2 each year	



Renewable Energy on the Grid to Meet 100% of Atlanta Energy Needs 



Atlanta: CDP Cities A List for 2022 

For the first time, the City of Atlanta made 
the A List and was recognized as a Climate 
Action Leader!	
•  49 cities and counties in USA  
•  12% received an A Score 
•  A List cities report more than three times 

as many mitigation and adaptation actions 
as non-A Listers. 





WWW.ATLANTAGA.GOV

“Moving Atlanta Forward Together”
Chandra Farley, Chief Sustainability Officer 



WWW.ATLANTAGA.GOV

Mayor Dickens Vision

Milestones to Date

Roadmap Forward

Key Priorities

One city with one bright future. A city of safe, 
healthy, connected neighborhoods with an 
expansive culture of equity, empowering 
upward mobility and full participation for all 
residents, embracing youth development, and 
an innovative, dependable government 
moving Atlanta forward, together. 



WWW.ATLANTAGA.GOV

Office of Sustainability and Resilience: Roadmap Forward

The City of Atlanta is InvesBng	in	creaBng	a	strong,	healthy	and	sustainable	city	that	
supports	our	growth	and	that	everyone	can	enjoy.			
	
The	Office	of	Sustainability	and	Resilience	Key	PrioriBes:	
•  Analyze	Progression	of	Plan	Goals	to	Move	Atlanta	Forward	
•  DraK	Strategic	Plan	for	the	Office	UBlizing	Mayor's	Key	Pillars	
•  Develop	City	of	Atlanta’s	Comprehensive	Sustainability	and	Resilience	Plan	
•  Advocate	for	City	resources	to	hire	staff	needed	to	Execute	on	Plan	and	
Communicate	Progress	



WWW.ATLANTAGA.GOV

Office of Sustainability and 
Resilience: Roadmap Forward







WWW.ATLANTAGA.GOV

Working Groups: 
•  Clean Energy Funding: Identify partnerships and define funding strategy to accelerate pathway 

to 100% Clean Energy including Green Banks, American Rescue Plan Act, the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, and historic climate legislation, the Inflation Reduction Act  

 
•  Community and Partner Engagement: Develop community-driven engagement, communication 

and projects strategy including Youth Climate Action, Internal & External Stakeholder 
Engagement and Education, Workforce Development, and roadmap to Reduce Energy Burden in 
underserved communities 

 
•  Decarbonize Atlanta: Reduce building greenhouse gas emissions, implement building 

performance standards, retrofit buildings and homes to improve energy efficiency adoption and 
workforce development  

 
•  Transportation Infrastructure: Define roadmap and timeline for EV Infrastructure and Citywide 

Charging Stations, “Complete Cities”, Transit Oriented Development, Public Transportation 
Improvements and Incentives 



WWW.ATLANTAGA.GOV

Working Groups
Breakout Session

ü Introductions and Select Co-Chairs (2 Minutes)	
ü Review Scope of Working Group and Roadmap Document (3 Minutes)
ü Brainstorm Short-term and Long-term Strategic Focus Areas and Note 

on Flip Chart (15 Minutes)
ü Review List and Each Member Vote on their Preferred Focus Area and 

Place a Sticker Next to Top 3   (5 Minutes)
ü Wrap-up and Select Next Meeting Date (5 Minutes)

12:15 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.








